
Good practice examples of contextually relevant water technology from and for Africa 

Small-scale, locally-developed, climate-resilient technology and infrastructure has the potential to play a role in addressing 

the looming threat and impacts of climate change. Recognising this, the African Water Adaptation through Knowledge 

Empowerment (AWAKE) project aims to enhance and share knowledge on the opportunities and constraints that city 

stakeholders in southern Africa might face in developing and marketing technology of this nature. This Policy Brief links key 

research outcomes from the AWAKE project with practical examples of climate-resilient water management and treatment 

technology and methods, through a case study approach.  

A key message from the AWAKE research, with regards to water technology in southern Africa, was that the design and 

development of technology to harvest, treat, and supply water should ɲrst and foremost consider the context within which 

its intended recipients are situated. This is to ensure that such technology is ɲt-for-purpose and appropriate for its target 

audience, especially in the face of a changing climate where bulk water and energy supply are anything but secure. 

Entrepreneurs and innovators in the water technology space should look to partner with government, the non-governmental 

sector, as well as communities, to ensure that their technology is adopted, sustainable and economically viable.  

 

To this end, our research found that opportunities exist in southern African countries for:  

 

�x��OϜ-grid or renewable energy powered technology options. 

�x��Development of partnerships that allow for community involvement in 
technology development to ensure uptake and acceptance. 

�x��Economic or ɲnancial incentives for small-scale entrepreneurs to develop 

home-grown technology, which has the potential to increase technology 

uptake, dissemination and local economic development. 

�x��Non-electriɲed or manual technologies to supply and treat water. 

�x��Wastewater reuse. 

More info and AWAKE project deliverables:  

http://africa.iclei.org/activities/agendas-projects/

resilient-city/awake.html 
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